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PEEFACE. 


IN  a  leading  article  of  this  month's  Times,  in  reference 
to  Prince  von  Bismarck  and  the  Cabinet  Ministers  of  Berlin, 
we  read  the  following  unblushing  denunciation  :— 

"  They  see  Jesuits  everywhere  plotting  to  break  up  German  unity,  to 
undo  the  work  of  Sadowa  and  Sedan,  to  bring  France  once  more  across 
the  Khine,  and  to  secure  the  preponderance  of  Austria,  restored  at  once 
to  orthodoxy  and  the  Concordat." 

JSTow  as  we  have  the  happiness  to  know  the  Jesuits,  and 
to  have  been  educated  at  the  Eoman  College  under  the 
Jesuits,  a  not  unsuitable  opportunity  presents  itself  to  enact 
spontaneously  the  part  of  their  humble  apologist.  In  the 
month  of  June,  in  consequence  of  an  attack  upon  our 
Historical  Disquisition,  we  republished  our  "  St.  Peter  at 
Rome."  In  this  month  of  July,  on  account  of  the  above 
unscrupulous  diatribe,  we  venture  to  republish  our  "  Jesuit ;  " 
or,  an  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Eise,  Fall,  and  Restora- 
tion of  the  Society  of  Jesus. 

Under  the  sanction  of  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of 
Westminster  we  submitted  our  last  Brochure  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  eminent  arch  geologist,  Rev.  Father  Bottalla. 
We  have  invited  the  same  distinguished  scholar  to  glance 
over  the  accompanying  pages,  who  writes  to  us  in  these 
terms : — 

"  12,  Earl  Street,  Horseferry  Eoad,  Westminster, 
"  12th  July,  174. 

"  DEAR  KEY.  Fa.  M'COEBY, 

"...  I  have  read  your  pamphlet  with  great  pleasure  and 
satisfaction.  Its  republicatiou  in  London  and  Edinburgh  will  be  a  gift 
and  a  benefit  to  many  who  may  want  to  be  enlightened  on  the  subject, 
and  cannot  have  the  leisure  necessary  for  reading  voluminous  works 
already  published  on  the  matter. 

"  Your  pamphlet  has  very  well  condensed  what  is  most  important  to 
be  known  concerning  the  origin,  character,  bearing,  and  works  of  a 
Society  which  has  been  for  three  centuries  made  an  object  of  bitter 
attacks  and  unparalleled  persecutions.  It  will  dispel  many  prejudices, 
and  will  correct  many  judgments  which  rested  only  on  the  deceitful 
ground  of  lies  and  calumnies  of  the  enemies  of  the  Society. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Fr.  M'Corry, 
"  Yours  truly, 

"PAUL  BOTTALLA,  S.J." 

The  subsequent  "  Introduction  "  and  "  Letter  "  tell  their 
own  tale,  and  relieve  us  of  the  necessity  of  further 
explanations. 

J.  STEWART  M'COEBY,  D.D. 

Clarence  Gardens,  Kegent's  Park, 
Feast  of  St.  Ignatius  of  Loyola,  July,  1874. 


INTRODUCTION. 


THE  origin  of  the  present  essay  is  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
subjoined  letter  to  the  Lord  Provost  of  Perth.  The  writer  threw 
out  a  half  promise,  that  in  consequence  of  the  speech  "  on  Popery 
and  the  Jesuits,"  which  formed  the  groundwork  of  animadversion, 
he  might  be  induced,  at  no  distant  day,  to  draw  up  a  brief  histori- 
cal sketch  of  the  "  Great  Order,"*  the  simplest  outline  of  which, 
when  made  known,  would  speak  volumes  in  its  favour.  He  has 
done  so ;  and  he  has  no  other  apology  to  offer  for  his  treatment 
of  the  subject,  except  for  not  doing  it  sufficient  justice.  He  was 
anxious,  however,  that  what  he  did  write  should  make  its  appear- 
ance with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  with  the  view  of  satisfying  a 
certain  amount  of  curiosity  which,  from  circumstances,  had  been 
awakened ;  at  the  same  time,  he  wished  to  compliment  the  chival- 
rous gallantry  of  the  press  of  Perth,  which  refused  the  insertion 
of  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Provost,  and  which,  while  it  constantly 
acts  upon  the  offensive,  is  particularly  chary  to  exclude  almost 
everything  defensive  of  Catholicity.  It  is,  indeed,  a  noble  feature 
in  the  signs  of  the  times,  to  find  our  public  organs  in  general,  taking 
merely  one-sided  views  of  arguments  on  religion,  and  industriously 
shutting  their  columns  against  the  bare  exposition  of  the  other. 
This,  certainly,  seems  not  altogether  in  keeping  with  the  boasted 
liberality  of  the  age,  nor  with  that  spirit  of  impartiality  which 
should  be  characteristic  of  a  Free  Press. 

In  the  present  days  of  religious  inquiry,  it  appears  therefore 
highly  proper  to  employ  every  legitimate  channel  for  supplying 
correct  information  upon  questions  of  great  general  interest — ques- 
tions which  are  egregiously  misunderstood,  because  most  grossly 
misrepresented.  If  we  except  the  insane  clamour  which  is  raised 
against  the  ancient  Faith  of  Christendom,  there  is  assuredly  no 
topic  so  inviting  for  a  maudlin  bigotry  to  expatiate  upon,  as  the 
denunciation  of  the  E/eligious  Orders.  Now,  as  among  these,  the 
Society  of  Jesus  enjoys  singular  pre-eminence,  it  invariably 
receives,  on  that  account,  the  fullest  measure  of  the  most  rancorous 
abuse.  In  imitation  of  Eugene  Sue,  J.  Michelet,  Mearle 
D'Aubigne,  and  so  many  others  of  far  less  notoriety,  every  un- 
fledged scribe  must  flourish  his  quill,  and  every  self-important 
declaimer  enunciate  his  twaddle,  against  "  Popery  and  the  Jesuits." 
The  cause  of  scepticism,  as  well  as  fanaticism,  is  in  the  meantime 
subserved,  when  .Religion,  and  her  heaven-born  Institutions,  are  so 
audaciously  decried.  It  seems,  therefore,  on  the  present  occasion, 
very  desirable  to  ascertain  who  is  that  mysterious  personage  called 

*  Macaulay. 


a  Jesuit — what  object  has  he  in  view — what  is  the  end  of  the 
Institute  of  which  he  is  a  member.     May  it  be  hoped  that  the 
brief  historical  sketch,  so  hastily  drawn  out,  and  now  presented  to 
the  public,  may  serve  to  answer   these   questions,  and  help  to 
remove  many  unfounded  prejudices  against  a  community  of  most 
distinguished  men,  who  have  rendered  such  signal  services  to  the 
cause  of  literature,  science,  humanity,  and  religion. 
PERTH,  ST.  JOHN'S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH, 
October,  1853. 


LETTER  TO 

JAMES    DEWAE,    ESQ., 

LOED  PBOVOST  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PERTH. 


PERTH,  ST.  JOHN'S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH, 
October  3,  1853. 

Mr  LOUD  PEOYOST, — The  circumstance  of  your  holding  the 
highest  official  dignity  in  our  city,  is  the  sole  motive  which  induces 
me  to  write.  Were  you  merely  a  subordinate  in  office,  or  divested 
of  the  insignia  of  chief  magistrate,  I  should  certainly  not  consider 
you  of  such  consequence  as  to  notice  what  you  might  say  or  do. 
JBut  the  Civic  Dignity  in  which  you  now  rejoice,  lends  an  adventi- 
tious importance  to  any  individual,  however  insignificant,  during 
his  temporary  tenure  of  office,  to  which,  in  his  private  capacity,  he 
could  have  no  possible  claim.  The  post  of  the  Lord  Provostship 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Perth  is  assuredly  deserving  of  all  due 
honour ;  and  it  is  to  be  devoutly  wished  that  it  were  ever  held  by 
an  independent,  liberal,  and  enlightened  man.  Grievous,  then, 
must  be  the  public  disappointment,  if,  at  any  time,  a  position  so 
responsible  and  so  dignified  should  happen  to  be  filled  by  one  who 
has  so  scant  pretensions  to  these  qualities  ;  still  more  grievous  the 
disappointment,  if  that  Chief  Magistrate,  instead  of  respecting  the 
feelings  and  convictions  of  every  member  of  the  community  over 
which  he  had  been  called  to  preside,  should  be  found  to  commit 
himself  by  a  gratuitous  intemperance  of  language,  and  should 
be  seen  standing  prominently  forward  in  fanning  the  flames  of 
religious  bigotry  and  intolerance. 

Your  antecedents,  my  Lord  Provost,  are  not  unknown  to  me, 
but  these  I  shall  not  stop  to  describe.  Quite  sufficient  for  my 
present  purpose  is  your  last  questionable  exhibition  in  the  City 
Hall.  The  Freedom  of  this  Ancient  City  was,  it  appears  from  the 
Public  Prints,  presented  the  other  day  to  Lord  Palmerston,  and 
such  an  occasion  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  Provost 
Dewar,  so  notorious  for  his  Free  Kirk  ligotry,  levelling  a  blow  at 
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"  Popery  and  the  Jesuits !  "  What  the  Catholic  religion,  which 
you  nickname  Popery,  had  to  do  with  Lord  Palrnerston,  at  such  a 
time  and  in  so  promiscuous  an  assembly,  or  what  those  redoubted 
personages,  yclept  Jesuits,  had  to  say  with  respect  to  the  compli- 
ment which  the  Town  Council  of  Perth  wished  to  pay  to  his  lord- 
ship, one  certainly  is  rather  at  a  loss  to  determine.  You,  of  course, 
had  your  own  designs  in  view.  Doubtless,  you  supposed  that  the 
opportunity  was  too  good  to  let  slip,  for  that,  by  introducing 
"  Popery  and  the  Jesuits,"  you  might  elicit  some  rounds  of 
applause,  and  impart  pungency  to  dull  prose,  by  an  ad  captandum 
assault  upon  what  you  both  hated  and  feared.  The  noble  lord, 
however,  was  far  more  judicious  in  reply,  and  had  the  good  sense 
to  steer  clear  of  the  offensive  matter  which  you  so  indiscreetly 
stuffed  into  your  tasteless  harangue,  and  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  many  liberal-minded  Protestants  present,  was  equally  ill-timed 
as  it  was  uncalled  for. 

Now,  my  Lord  Provost,  I  have  the  happiness  of  being  a  Catholic 
and  a  Priest ;  and  the  Catholic  religion,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
Priesthood,  despite  of  your  sneer  at  "priestly  power,"  I  am  quite 
ready  to  defend,  upon  all  fitting  occasions.  It  is  true,  however, 
that  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  a  Jesuit,  although  I  acknow- 
ledge myself  under  many  obligations  to  that  illustrious  Society;  for, 
when  a  student  in  Home,  I  was  indebted  to  the  Jesuit  Fathers  for 
much  of  my  philosophical  and  theological  education.  As  I  am  then 
morally  certain  that  you  are  miserably  unacquainted  with  the  vast 
labours  of  that  much-calumniated  body  in  respect  to  religion, 
civilization,  science  and  letters,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  write  out, 
for  your  special  advantage,  a  brief  historical  sketch  of  what  Lord 
Macaulay  calls  the  "  Great  Order."  This  I  should  dub  "  The 
Jesuit,"  and  this,  with  or  without  permission,  I  should  inscribe  to 
JAMES  DEWAE,  Esq.,  the  present  Lord  Provost  of  Perth. 

With  great  respect  for  the  office  which  you  hold,  I  have  the 
honour  to  remain,  my  Lord  Provost,  your  lordship's  obedient 
servant, 

J.  STEWAKT  M'CORKY. 

P.S. — In  a  London  paper  of  Saturday,  October  1,  I  observe  a 
paragraph,  headed  "Lord  Palmerston,"  to  this  effect: — "The  old 
stager  has  been  starring  it  in  the  Highlands,  and  Perth  and 
Glasgow  have  conferred  upon  him  their  rights  of  citizenship.  At 
Perth,  the  Lord  Provost  prepared  his  speech  by  a  naming  panegyric 
upon  the  noble  Home  Secretary,  for  his  devotion  to  the  'cause  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,'  and  his  zeal  in  thwarting  the  Pope  and 
the  Jesuits.  Lord  Palmerston  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  allude, 
in  his  reply,  to  that  part  of  the  Lord  Provost's  eulogium  upon  his 
policy.  It  shows,  however,  what  way  the  wind  blows,  and  upon 
whom  the  evangelical  bigots  rest  their  hope." — See  Catholic 
Standard,  October  1. 


t 


THE    JESUIT. 


THE  Divine  Founder  of  Christianity  declared  that  the 
Church  of  His  love  He  should  ever  watch  over  as  the  very 
apple  of  His  eye.  He  announced  that  she  should  always 
remain  pure — that  her  virginal  heart  should  never  be  defiled 
with  sin,  and  her  chaste  mind  never  blemished  with  error — 
that  time  should  pass  over  her  head  and  not  weaken  her 
strength — that  years  should  creep  away  and  leave  no 
wrinkles  on  her  brow.  The  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles 
was  impressed  with  this  conviction  when  he  wrote,*  "  Christ 
also  loved  the  Church,  and  delivered  Himself  up  for  it ;  that 
He  might  present  it  to  Himself  a  glorious  Church,  not 
having  spot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing ;  but  that  it 
should  be  holy  and  without  blemish.' ' 

To  accomplish  these  grand  promises  the  Redeemer  pledged 
His  sacred  word  that  after  His  ascension  into  heaven  He 
would  send  the  Paraclete  to  teach  the  Church  all  truth,  and 
to  abide  with  her  for  ever.  Now  all  Christians  are  bound 
to  believe  that  upon  the  day  of  the  Pentecost  the  Spirit  of 
Truth  did  come,  and  did  fulfil  every  word  which  had  been 
uttered  by  God's  Eternal  Son. 

While,  then,  our  Blessed  Lord  gave  unto  His  Church  the 
great  charter  of  Infallibility — while  He  protested,  before 
angels  and  men,  that  hell's  gates  should  not  prevail  against 
herf — He  did  not,  however,  say  that  she  was  always  to  be 
screened  from  dangers,  and  that  she  was  never  to  encounter 
trials  and  vicissitudes.  On  the  contrary,  He  announced  that, 
like  Himself,  she  should  be  drenched  in  the  waters  of  tribu- 
lation, and  should  drink  to  the  last  drop  the  chalice  of  His 
Passion.  He  proclaimed  aloud  that  to  the  end  of  time  she 
should  be  the  Church  militant — that  she  should  be  attacked 
by  enemies  from  without,  and  betrayed  by  traitors  from 
within — that  therefore  it  behoved  her  to  arm  herself  for  the 
combat,  and  to  wage  an  interminable  war  with  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the  Devil ;  because  her  "  wrestling  should  be 
against  principalities  and  powers  ;  against  the  rulers  of  the 
*  Eph.  v.  25.  t  Matt.  xvi.  18. 
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world  of  this  darkness ;  against  the  spirits  of  wickedness  in 
the  high  places."*  Hence  was  it  the  Church's  incumbent 
duty  to  have  "  her  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and  to  have 
on  the  breastplate  of  justice,  and  to  have  her  feet  shod  with 
the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace  ;  in  all  things  was  she 
to  take  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  she  might  be  able  to 
extinguish  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  most  wicked  one." 
Thus  did  the  great  Founder  of  the  Christian  religion  warn 
His  Church  of  the  difficulties  of  conflict  with  which  she  was 
to  grapple,  while  He  consoled  her  at  the  same  time  with  the 
assurance  that  she  had  a  charmed  life,  and  that,  although 
she  might  be  wounded  in  many  a  hard- fought  battle,  she 
never  could  possibly  be  put  to  death. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  Church  since  her  first 
establishment  the  most  superficial  observer  cannot  fail  to 
remark  the  perfect  fulfilment  of  every  single  prediction  of 
our  Divine  Redeemer.  Her  diversified  career  has  been 
somewhat  like  the  seasons  :  the  gloom  of  winter  has 
succeeded  an  autumnal  harvest ;  but  then  came  the  spring 
of  hope  again,  which  was  followed  by  the  summer  with  its 
flowers  and  its  fruits.  The  Church  has  thus  experienced 
alternating  periods  of  comparative  repose  and  of  wonderful 
excitement.  Never  did  she  enjoy  perfect  peace,  for  in  all 
times  has  she  been  more  or  less  assailed — in  all  countries 
has  the  sacred  depositum  of  divine  revelation,  which  Christ 
committed  to  her  keeping,  been  touched  with  unholy  hand—' 
in  all  ages  have  there  existed  the  broachers  of  heresy  and 
the  abettors  of  schism.  "We  are  told  that  these  evils  shall 
happen — that  scandals  must  come ;  and  we  have  the  facts 
staring  us  in  the  face,  that  from  the  commencement  of 
Christianity  down  to  the  very  days  in  which  we  live  the 
most  desperate  and  unrelenting  efforts  have  been  made  to 
tear  to  pieces  the  seamless  garment  of  the  Redeemer — the 
beauteous  unity  of  the  Church !  Yet  all  in  vain.  The 
promises  of  Christ  were  never  to  become  void.  The  gates 
of  hell  can  never  prevail  against  her  ! 

If,  in  the  inscrutable  dispensations  of  His  Providence,  and 
for  His  own  wise  ends,  the  Almighty  permitted  persecutors 
to  combat  against  His  anointed  Church,  and  heresiarchs  to 
war  against  the  sacred  dogmata  of  the  Catholic  religion,  He 
at  the  same  time  never  failed  to  bring  into  the  field  a 
successful  counteracting  agency.  Thus  Arius  was  opposed 
by  St.  Athanasius  ;  Eunomius  by  St.  Basil ;  Julian  by  the 

*  Epli.  vi. 
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learned  Gregory;  Nestorius  by  St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria; 
Vigilantius  by  St.  Jerome;  Pelagius  by  St.  Augustine; 
and  during  the  middle  ages,  when,  for  the  lapse  of  400 
years,  the  infatuated  Waldenses  and  Albigenses  were  run- 
ning riot  with  their  pestiferous  doctrines  against  Church 
and  State,  the  glorious  religious  orders  of  St.  Dominic  and  St. 
Francis  were  raised  up  by  heaven  to  make  head  against  them. 
We  are  aware  that  the  Albigenses  and  Waldenses,  and  the 
followers  of  John  Huss,  and  Jerome  of  Prague,  have  been 
honoured  as  saints  and  martyrs  by  certain  religionists ;  but 
their  true  character  is  easily  ascertained  by  consulting  the 
pages  of  the  most  authentic  and  impartial  historians. 

Again,  when,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  an  apostate  Monk, 
Martin  Luther,  was  desirous,  for  his  own  self-indulgence,  to 
widen  the  road  to  heaven,  which  the  Redeemer  declared  so 
narrow,  he  also  was  opposed  in  his  headlong  career  of 
religious  anarchy  by  the  gallant  warrior,  Ignatius  of 
Loyola. 

The  brief  memoir  of  this  last-named  distinguished  in- 
dividual, and  the  Order  which  he  founded,  do  I  propose  to 
write  ;  and  would  that  I  were  able  to  do  justice  to  a  theme 
which  has  engaged  the  most  gifted  and  classical  pens.  For 
who  that  is  acquainted  with  the  elaborate  works  written  by 
Orlandinus,  Bouhours,  Bartoli,  Maffei,  Ravignan,  and  a  host 
of  others,  in  defence  of  that  celebrated  Society,  would  not 
question  the  propriety  of  other  apologists  coming  forward, 
lest  the  cause  espoused  should  suffer  from  the  inability  of 
the  advocate  ? 

Whether  the  historical  sketch  which  I  contemplate  be 
successful  or  not,  still  I  shall  have  the  consolation  to  think 
that  here  in  Scotland,  where  there  are  no  members  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus,  one  of  their  former  pupils  at  the  Roman 
College  raised  his  voice  and  took  up  his  pen  against  that 
mountain  calumny,  which  is  constantly  in  motion,  to  crush 
those  who  are  among  the  best  benefactors  of  the  human 
kind.  And  while  treating  a  subject  so  congenial  to  my 
feelings,  which  awakens  also  so  many  pleasing  reminiscences, 
may  I  be  forgiven  if,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  orator  who 
made  his  impassioned  appeal  to  the  Capitol  and  the  Forum, 
I  also  should  address  myself  to  the  venerable  walls  of  the 
Collegio  Romano,  and  the  Gresu,  and,  in  all  the  fervency  of 
gratitude,  hail  them  as  the  hallowed  sanctuaries  of  virtue 
and  learning ! 

In  the  year  of  grace  1491  Ignatius  of  Loyola  was  born. 
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The  place  of  his  nativity  was  Guipuzcoa,  formerly  called 
Cantabria,  a  province  of  the  northern  coast  of  Spain.  His 
family  boasted  a  long  line  of  noble  ancestry,  and  Ignatius 
was  naturally  anxious  to  increase  the  glory  of  his  sires. 
"While  quite  a  child  he  was  attached  to  the  court  of 
Ferdinand  of  Castile,  where  he  remained  for  some  years  in 
quality  of  page.  But  this  tame  kind  of  life  was  not  at  all 
suited  to  his  martial  genius.  His  brothers  had  gained 
laurels  in  the  field  of  battle;  and  the  young  son  of  the 
ancient  house  of  Loyola  longed  for  the  opportunity  of  giving . 
full  play  to  his  natural  energies,  and  of  exchanging  the 
indolence  of  the  court  for  the  activity  of  the  camp.  What 
he  had  so  much  at  heart  he  readily  obtained;  and  as  a 
young  officer  he  soon  showed  his  prowess,  and  proved  him- 
self amongst  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  He  was  distinguished 
at  the  battle  of  Nagara  and  upon  several  other  occasions. 
But  it  was  at  the  siege  of  Pampeluna,  while  gallantly 
defending  against  the  enemy  the  breach  in  the  walls  of  that 
city,  that  he  received  the  wound  which  felled  him  to  the 
ground,  and  which  eventually  brought  so  marvellous  a 
change  over  the  spirit  of  his  day-dreams.  He  wTas  carried 
to  the  old  castle  of  his  fathers,  where,  suffering  intense  pain, 
he  was  anxious  to  beguile  the  tedium  of  his  time  by  the 
perusal  of  romances  and  other  works  of  fiction.  At  length  a 
stray  volume  of  the  lives  of  the  saints  crept  into  his  hands. 
This  he  at  first  read  with  listlessness,  afterwards  with 
pleasure,  at  last  with  emotions  which  he  could  not  well 
define.  The  heroism  of  those  souls  that  preferred  eternity 
to  time ;  the  noble  chivalry  that  could  trample  under  foot 
every  obstacle  which  interfered  with  the  end  of  man's 
creation  ;  the  lofty  daring  that  would  storm  heaven  itself  by 
offering  a  holy  violence  to  flesh  and  blood,  and  thus  triumph 
over  a  licentious  world  and  all  its  seductive  allurements, — 
these  and  similar  considerations,  animated  with  the  grace  of 
God,  made  the  most  profound  impression  upon  his  mind. 
He  began  thereupon  to  examine  into  his  own  interior,  and 
to  study  the  aspirations  of  his  heart ;  and  he  found  that  the 
height  of  his  ambition  was  to  command  the  admiration  of 
the  creature,  and  not  to  win  the  blessing  of  the  great 
Creator.  He  bethought  himself  that  motives  such  as  these 
were  not  worthy  of  an  immortal  spirit ;  that  as  he  was  not 
made  for  this  world,  but  for  another  and  a  better  world ; 
that  as  there  was  nothing  here  below  which  could  fully 
satisfy  the  boundless  cravings  of  his  heart,  it  was  high  time 
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for  him,  who  had  a  soul  to  save  and  a  God  to  serve,  to  begin 
without  a  moment's  delay  the  course  of  life  best  calculated 
to  secure  his  own  everlasting  well-being. 

The  transition  in  so  enthusiastic  a  mind  from  martial 
to  religious  chivalry  was  by  no  means  unnatural.  He 
resolved,  therefore,  for  the  time  to  come,  to  dedicate 
himself  without  reserve  to  the  practice  of  every  virtue, 
and  to  serve  his  God,  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  as 
faithfully  as  he  had  served  his  king.  No  time  was  to  be 
lost  in  answering  what  he  considered  the  same  voice  as  that 
which  spoke  of  old  to  Samuel.  He  also  replied  at  once,  and 
acted  with  all  the  energy  of  a  man  who  was  deeply  in 
earnest.  The  gay  trappings  of  the  noble  Spanish  cavalier 
he  cast  aside ;  his  commission  in  the  army  he  resigned ;  and 
the  knightly  sword  which  he  had  loved  so  well,  and  had 
wielded  so  gallantly,  he  hung  up,  as  a  votive  offering,  over 
the  altar  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  in  the  ancient  church  of 
Mont  Serrat.  Clothed  in  the  weeds  of  a  pilgrim  and 
penitent,  he  bade  adieu  to  the  home  of  his  fathers,  and, 
unknown  to  all  but  God  and  his  angel  guardian,  he  set  out 
for  the  retired  grotto  of  Manreza.  There  did  he  spend 
several  days  in  prayer  and  penance,  and  there  was  he 
so  lost  in  the  contemplation  of  heavenly  things  as  to  be 
unmindful  of  those  of  earth.  While  in  that  abode  of 
solitude  he  was  favoured  with  those  celestial  lights  which 
guided  him  in  the  composition  of  that  most  wonderful  book, 
4t  The  Spiritual  Exercises."  Of  this  work  St.  Francis  de 
Sales  afterwards  said,  "that  it  produced  as  many  conversions 
to  God  as  it  contained  letters." 

At  Manreza  he  spent  a  whole  year  in  the  exercise  of  a 
mortified  and  contemplative  life.  He  revolved  over  in  his 
mind  the  agitated  state  of  Christendom ;  he  beheld  the 
dismal  havoc  which  heresy  had  recently  made  among  the 
souls  of  men ;  he  saw  also  that  a  new  world  had  been  dis- 
covered, and  that  while  the  spiritual  harvest  was  so  great 
the  labourers  were  comparatively  few.  His  zeal  pictured  to 
his  imagination  that  multitudes  in  distant  lands,  living  in 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  were  stretching  out  their 
arms  to  him  for  assistance — that  numbers  also  who  had  been 
regenerated  in  the  waters  of  holy  Baptism  had,  in  the  hour 
•of  temptation,  been  seduced  from  the  olden  faith  by  modern 
false  teachers,  and  that  they  likewise  raised  the  voice  of 
wail,  and  conjured  him  to  hasten  to  their  rescue.  At  the 
scene  thus  graphically  presented  to  his  mental  vision  he  was 
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profoundly  touched ;  and  he  wished  that  he  could  multiply 
his  own  being,  that  he  might  be  borne  on  the  wings  of  love 
hither  and  thither  to  the  succour  of  his  fellow- creatures.  He 
therefore  longed  for  the  day  when  he  should  be  sufficiently 
prepared  to  receive  the  ordination  of  the  priesthood,  that  he 
might  consecrate  all  his  labours  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
salvation  of  souls.  Full  well  did  he  know,  however,  that  to 
be  qualified  for  the  sacred  ministry  a  competent  share  of 
ecclesiastical  learning  was  imperatively  requisite.  He  there- 
upon left  his  retirement,  and  entered  upon  the  necessary 
course  of  scholastic  training. 

In  those  days  the  University  of  Paris  was  particularly 
eminent  for  its  professors.  Thither  did  Ignatius  repair  to 
enrol  himself  as  a  student.  Soon  was  his  exemplary  piety 
made  manifest  ;  while  his  engaging  and  gentlemanly 
demeanour,  quickened  by  his  interesting  conversation, 
gathered  around  him  many  friends.  In  the  secluded  grotto 
of  Manreza  he  had  conceived  the  design  of  instituting  a 
society  of  learned  and  virtuous  men,  who,  bound  by  the 
triple  vow  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience,  should  devote 
themselves  entirely  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  the  sancti- 
fication  of  souls,  and  the  defence  of  Holy  Church.  At  the 
University  he  was  fortunate  enough  in  meeting  with  a 
certain  number  of  kindred  spirits  who  entertained  similar 
views.  These  were  Xavier,  Faber,  Laynez,  Salmeron, 
Bobadilla,  Rodriguez,  Jaius,  Codurius,  and  Broetius.  The 
Protestant  Stephens,  in  his  "  Ignatius  Loyola  and  his 
Associates,"  thus  glowingly  speaks  of  the  first  nine  com- 
panions of  Ignatius  :  "  They  were  men  of  no  common 
stamp  with  whom  he  lived,  and  they  regarded  him  with  an 
unbounded  reverence." 

But  knowing  full  well  that  all  spiritual  authority  was 
vested  in  the  Holy  See,  and  that  no  important  undertaking 
should  be  set  on  foot  without  the  cognizance  and  approval  of 
the  common  Father  of  the  Faithful — moreover,  to  prevent 
his  design  from  being  considered  as  the  offspring  of  an 
ardent  fancy — he  resolved  to  betake  himself  to  Rome,  and  to 
submit  his  case  to  the  Successor  of  St.  Peter.  He  set  out  on 
his  travels,  and  reached  the  Eternal  City  in  1523.  "  While 
on  his  way,"  says  Orlandinus  (Lib.  xi.  50),  "  to  the  capital 
of  the  Christian  world,  Christ  appeared  to  Ignatius  and 
addressed  these  words  to  him  :  '  Ego  vobis  Romae  pro- 
pitius  ero  ' — I  will  be  propitious  to  you  at  Rome."  Doubt- 
less this  heavenly  communication  may  be  considered  by 
many  as  a  mere  legendary  tale.  The  gifted  author,  Mr.. 
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Stephens,  does  not  so  think  when,  in  an  elaborate  article 
furnished  for  the  Edinburgh  Review,  October,  1842,  he  thus 
writes  :  "As  he  (Ignatius)  journeyed  with  Laynez,  he  saw  a 
.still  more  awful  vision.  It  exhibited  that  Being  whom  no 
eye  hath  seen  and  whom  no  tongue  may  lightly  name,  and 
with  Him  the  Eternal  Son,  bearing  a  heavy  cross  and  utter- 
ing the  welcome  assurance,  '  I  will  be  propitious  to  you  at 
Home-'"* 

Arrived  in  the  Holy  City,  he  was  received  with  open  arms 
by  Adrian  the  Sixth  with  all  that  heartfelt  kindness  and 
affability  for  which  the  Roman  Pontiffs  are  proverbial. 
Most  cordially  did  the  Pope  approve  of  his  holy  design, 
while  he  wished  good  speed  to  his  labours ;  but  to  test 
the  virtue  of  Ignatius  and  his  companions,  he  enjoined 
them  to  serve  in  the  public  hospitals  of  Home  and  other  cities 
of  Italy. 

Having  thus  obtained  the  express  sanction  of  the  highest 
spiritual  authority  for  what  he  proposed,  Ignatius  next  pro- 
ceeded to  the  internal  organization  of  his  new  religious 
institute.  Rules  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  regulation 
of  every  community  of  individuals  living  together,  and  with- 
out which  there  would  be  nothing  but  an  amalgam  of  con- 
fusion. Hence  he  drew  up  a  series  of  rules,  which  are  called 
constitutions,  and  which  contemplate  the  whole  life  of  the 
religious.  They  are  classified  under  distinct  headings  : 
"  The  Noviciate  ;  the  Studies ;  the  Third  Year  of  Pro- 
bation ;  the  Government  of  the  Company ;  the  Obedience  ; 
and  the  Jesuit's  Day/' 

These  constitutions,  the  product  of  a  master  mind,  have 
never  ceased  to  astonish  the  world.  Everything  in  them 
was  most  maturely  considered — every  possible  case  supposed 
— every  want  supplied — every  emergency  prepared  for. 
The  famous  Cardinal  Richelieu  pronounced  them  a  "  perfect 
code  of  laws,"  and  the  most  eminent  diplomatists  and  poli- 
ticians have  ever  recognized  them  as  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of 
genius  and  judgment. 

But  to  direct  the  body  there  must  be  a  head.  Hence  a 
superior,  known  by  the  military  name  of  General,  was  now 
to  be  appointed.  The  nomination  was  to  take  place  by 
ballot,  so  that  he  who  had  the  majority  of  suffrages  should 
fill  the  office.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  Orlandinus  records, 
that  the  only  vote  which  Ignatius  did  not  receive  was  his 
own,  all  the  other  members  having  unanimously  declared  in 
his  favour.  When  the  issue  was  made  known,  the  humble 
*  See  "  Critical  Miscellanies,"  p.  323. 


14 

servant  of  God  earnestly  begged  to  decline  the  post  of 
dignity.  He  entreated  them  to  reconsider  the  choice,  and 
to  relieve  him  from  the  responsibility  which  he  so  much 
dreaded.  Yielding  reluctantly  to  his  petitions,  they  com- 
mended again  to  Divine  Providence  during  three  days  the 
election  of  a  superior.  The  result  proved  the  same  as  before, 
so  that  there  was  no  alternative  for  Ignatius  but  to  submit 
to  the  nomination  or  to  dissolve  the  Society.  This  was  very 
pointedly  put  to  him  by  Laynez  in  these  words:  "Pater 
munus  accipe,  quod  tarn  perspicue  Deus  tibi  imponit, 
vel  quod  ad  me  pertinet,  dirimatur  societas." — Orlandinusr 
Lib.  iii. 

The  question  now  was  mooted,  by  what  name  the  Institute 
should  be  called.  Ignatius,  naturally  apprehensive  that  his 
most  devoted  companions,  in  imitation  of  the  other  religious- 
orders — such  as  the  Benedictines,  the  Dominicans,  and  the 
Franciscans — would  adopt  his  name  as  their  designation, 
craved  permission  from  them  to  leave  the  settling  of  that 
point  in  his  hands.  Deeply  conscious  of  the  profound 
humility  as  well  as  the  penetrating  sagacity  by  which  he 
was  animated,  they  all  acceded  to  his  request.  His  mind, 
moulded  in  the  camp,  was  therefore  full  of  military  ideas ; 
for,  as  Mr.  Stephen  beautifully  wrote : — 

"  Loyola  was  a  soldier  to  the  last  breath  lie  drew — a  general,  who.»e 
authority  none  might  question — a  comrade,  on  whose  cordiality  all  might 
rely,  sustaining  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  he  exacted  of  his  followers 
— and  in  his  religious  campaign,  a  strategist  of  most  consummate  skill,. 
and  most  comprehensive  survey." 

Thus,  then,  did  the  veteran  warrior  of  Pampeluna  address 
his  spiritual  battalion  in  a  strain  which  beat  responsive  in 
every  heart : — 

"  As  our  Great  Commander-in-Chief  is  no  other  than  our  Blessed  Lord, 
as  His  Cross  is  our  standard — His  Law,  even  in  its  counsels,  our  rule — 
His  Name  our  comfort  and  our  hope,  let  us  simply  call  ourselves,  '  The 
Little  Company  of  Jesus  Christ.'  " 

Orlandinus  says  (Lib.  ii.)  that  he  loved  afterwards  to 
speak  of  it  as  the  "  Lowliest  Society" — "  Societatem  hanc 
volebat  minimam  appellare."  Hence  the  title  of  the  Com- 
pany or  Society  of  Jesus,  which  has  been  abbreviated  by  the 
name  Jesuit.  That  title  was  to  remind  all  the  members  who- 
was  their  Great  Captain,  under  whose  banners  they  were  to 
fight,  for  whom  they  were  to  live,  and  for  whose  sake  they 
were  to  die.  The  life  of  our  Blessed  Lord  upon  earth  was 
to  give  the  tone  to  the  whole  systen  of  the  Jesuit  Institute, 
so  that  it  was,  as  much  as  possible,  to  be  a  faithful  copy  of 
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the  Divine  original.  "He  who  was  rich  became  poor  for 
our  sakes  ; "  therefore,  the  Jesuit  was  to  become  poor — to 
take  the  vow  of  poverty.  "  He  who  had  the  command  of 
legions  of  angels  was  obedient  to  His  reputed  parents,  Joseph 
and  Mary ; "  therefore,  the  Jesuit  was  to  be  obedient — to 
take  the  vow  of  obedience.  "  He  who  was  the  God  of  purity 
lived  in  the  flesh  as  angels  live  ; "  therefore,  the  Jesuit,  in 
the  spotless  chastit}^  of  his  life,  was  to  live  as  Jesus  lived — to 
take  the  vow  of  chastity. 

"  Placed  still  on  the  threshold,  the  candidate  for  the  religious  life  will 
know  beforehand  the  whole  extent  of  the  duties  which  the  Company  of 
Jesus  dictates  to  its  members  ;  he  must,  and  will  know,  what  the  spirit  is 
which  animates  it  in  all  its  truth ;  he  is  free,  he  will  make  his  decision." 

Thus  speaks  the  eloquent  Ravignan,  formerly  an  advocate 
and  magistrate  in  France,  now  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  Society  of  Jesus,  who  proceeds  to  give  the  following 
extracts  from  the  Constitutions  of  Ignatius : — 

"  Are  you  ready  (the  name  is  asked)  to  renounce  the  world,  and  all 
possession,  as  well  as  all  hope  of  worldly  good?  Are  you  ready  to  beg — 
if  need  be— your  bread  from  door  to  door,  for  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  Yes. 

"  Are  you  disposed  to  live  in  whatever  country  of  the  world,  and  in 
whatever  employ,  the  superior  shall  judge  that  you  will  be  more  useful  for 
the  greater  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls  ?  Yes. 

"  Are  you  resolved  to  obey  the  superiors,  who  hold  to  you  the  place  of 
God,  in  all  things,  in  which  you  shall  not  judge  your  conscience  wounded 
by  sin  ?  Yes. 

"Do  you  feel  yourself  generously  determined  to  reject  with  horror,  and 
without  exception,  all  that  men,  slaves  of  the  prejudices  of  the  world,  love 
and  embrace  ;  and  will  you  accept  and  desire,  with  all  your  powers,  what 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  loved  and  embraced  ?  Yes. 

"  Do  you  consent  to  clothe  yourself  with  the  livery  of  ignominy  which 
He  bore,  to  suffer  like  Him,  out  of  love  and  respect  for  Him,  reproaches, 
false  testimonies  and  injuries,  although  you  have  given  no  occasion  lor 
them?  .  .  . 

"  One  must  answer,"  says  Ravignan,  "  and  immortal  thanks  be  given  to 
the  goodness  of  God,  I  have  answered,  Yes.  *  You  will  pass  for  mad. — 
Yes,  that  suits  me.' " 

Surely  never  stranger  questioning  struck  the  ears  of 
man  !  Never,  perhaps,  were  the  Gospel  of  the  Cross  and 
its  sacred  folly  better  presented  in  their  native  plainness 
than  in  the  interrogations  so  full  of  self-sacrifice,  so 
humbling-  to  human  pride !  Moreover,  St.  Ignatius  under- 
stood so  well  that  the  soldiers  of  his  company  were  true  dis- 
ciples of  the  crucified  God,  that  during  his  whole  life,  as  all 
his  historians  attest,  he  earnestly  prayed  the  Lord  that  the 
Society  might  be  always  persecuted.  Verily,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  his  prayer  has  been  granted  ! 

The  Institute  of  Ignatius  was  not  merely  to  promote  the 
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sanctification  of  its  own  members ;  it  had  many  other  en- 
larged designs  in  view.  Ad  major  em  Dei  gloriam  was  the 
motto  of  the  Society.  Wherever  the  glory  of  God  could  be 
advanced,  there  every  means  should  be  put  in  requisition 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind  by  preaching  the  word  of  God — 
by  combating  vice  in  every  form — by  teaching  the  principles 
and  practices,  and  labouring  for  the  propagation  of  the  One, 
Holy,  Catholic,  Apostolic  religion — by  offering  up  the  Divine 
sacrifice,  and  administering  the  blessed  Sacraments  of  the 
Church.  "While  the  altar  and  the  pulpit  were  to  lead  the 
way,  science  and  letters  were  to  follow  close  in  succession. 
The  highest  intellectual  refinement  was  to  go  hand  in  hand 
with  the  most  exalted  virtue.  The  arts  and  sciences  were  to 
be  assiduously  cultivated,  but  their  groundwork  was  to  be 
religion,  for  a  mere  literary  education  puffs  up  the  mind ; 
or,  as  the  poet  sung,  "A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous 
thing."  Whereas  a  true  Christian  education  sinks  one 
down  in  humility,  and  teaches  him  that  the  more  he  knows, 
the  more  he  has  to  learn. 

The  schools  and  colleges  in  connection  with  the  Society 
were  to  be  conducted  upon  the  most  improved  system  by 
men  who  devoted  themselves,  from  a  principle  of  religious 
duty,  heart  and  soul  to  the  training  of  their  pupils,  and  not 
from  any  mercenary  or  pecuniary  consideration — -for  they 
taught  gratuitously — by  men  of  the  purest  morals  and  fas- 
cinating manners,  and  who  necessarily  made  the  most 
favourable  impression  on  the  minds  of  their  pupils — by 
men,  also,  of  the  highest  literary  and  scientific  merit,  and 
whom  ignorance  alone  can  depreciate.  The  J  esuit  Professors 
of  rhetoric,  logic,  of  the  various  branches  of  philosophy, 
canon  law,  and  theology,  have  seldom  been  equalled — when 
and  where  have  they  been  surpassed?  The  reason  is 
obvious ;  for  in  a  corporate  body  a  diversity  of  genius  is 
found,  and  where  various  functions  are  to  be  discharged, 
each  one  has  the  office  assigned  him  suited  to  his  capacity. 
Such,  then,  is  the  case  with  the  Society  of  Loyola,  and 
hence  the  eminence  in  every  department  to  which  the 
members  have  respectively  attained. 

When  the  rules  and  constitutions  of  the  Society  had  been 
maturely  digested,  they  were  presented,  in  1540,  by  his 
Eminence  Cardinal  de  Contarini,  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff, 
Paul  III.,  for  his  examination  and  approval.  The  Holy 
Father,  having  read  them  over,  was  profoundly  moved, 
and  cried  out  in  a  transport  of  delight — Digitus  Dei  est 
hie— "The  finger  of  God  is  here." 


TO   CE  CONTINUED. 
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